New Spain
Paying for Columbus’s four voyages gave Spain a big head start in the exploration of North America.
The lands on the edge of Spain’s claims were called the borderlands. They included what are now northern Mexico and most of the southern U.S. from Florida to California.
They established plantations, or large farms, and became the permanent residents of New Spain.
The settlers who went to the borderlands built large estates called haciendas. There, they raised sheep and cattle to provide New Spain with meat and wool for clothing.
The capital of the Aztec empire was Tenochtitlan.
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