


• All 5th graders will complete a Career Portfolio 
this year.  This will require you to learn about a 
career that interests you and write a paper.  You 
will then present the information you learned to 
your classmates.   

• You will receive a packet with more information 
about the portfolio in a few weeks.  You will work 
on this in Think Lab and Technology specials, as 
well as in your classroom.  Your teacher will give 
you specific information about due dates later 
this spring.   

• We are starting this project today by doing an 
Interest Survey about Careers. This will help you 
to identify career clusters that you are interested 
in for your portfolio project. 

 
 



Directions: 

• Get a piece of notebook paper. 

• Number down the left side (1 number per 
line): 1-16. 

• These numbers will match the # on each slide 
for the survey. 

 

 



For each of the following slides: 
• Read each item on the slide. 
• If it is an activity that you would enjoy or that 

sounds interesting to you, make a tally mark for 
that activity on the line # on your paper that 
matches the box # of the slide. 

• If you are not sure what the activity is, you can 
ask a parent or older sibling … or skip it if no one 
else is around. 
• I have put FAQ’s on pages with the most 

Frequently Asked Questions that students have 
when we do this in class  

 

 



For example – if you 
would enjoy 

“transplanting small 
trees” and “hiking & 

watching wildlife” but 
none of the others sound 
interesting or fun to you, 
you would make 2 tally 

marks on line #1 of your 
notebook paper.   

 
Go ahead and read 

through the items on 
each slide, and as you 
read, make a tally for 

each item that sound fun 
or interesting to you  



FAQ: Habitat for 
Humanity is a 
community 
organization that 
helps people. They 
are best known for 
building houses for 
people who cannot 
afford a home. 



FAQ: Amateur means  
that it is not 
professional.  For 
example, a college 
radio station would be 
an “amateur” radio 
station. 



FAQ: “minutes” of a 
school club meeting = 
taking notes at a club 
meeting, so that 
everyone remembers 
what you talked 
about. 





FAQ: a “treasurer” 
is the person who 
handles the club’s 
money. 
 
FAQ: 
“spreadsheets” = 
Microsoft Excel 
document (like a 
chart) that helps 
you to sort, 
organize, and make 
calculations with 
data.  Examples of 
data are money and 
grades. 



FAQ: campaigning = 
helping someone to 
advertise that they are 
running for an office (like 
senator or president), 
convincing people to vote 
for someone 
 
FAQ: “urban planning” = 
helping to plan and design 
a city or some part of a city 
(like a new park) 
 
FAQ: “grant” = money that 
you apply for.  Like writing 
a persuasive essay about 
why an organization should 
give you money for 
something.  Normally you 
have to show how the 
money will be used to help 
people. 



FAQ: “CPR” is used to 
save someone’s life if 
they stop breathing or 
if their heart stops.  
Many adults 
(including many of 
your teachers!) are 
trained in CPR so that 
they can help save a 
life if there is an 
emergency.  



FAQ: “catering” is 
when a cook or 
restaurant prepares 
food for an event 
somewhere else, and 
then takes the food 
to the event/party.  
 
FAQ: “concession 
stand” is where you 
buy snacks, hot 
dogs, etc., at a game 
or event. 



FAQ: “dietetic aide” = 
someone who helps other 
people with their diets 
(“diet” is the root word). 
 
FAQ: “Big Brother’s / Big 
Sisters” = a community 
organization.  Young adults 
can volunteer to be a mentor 
(“Big” brother/sister) to an 
elementary-aged student.  
There are many other 
similar mentoring programs, 
like Mentor Me.  SBE even 
has a mentoring program 
where High School students 
and adults in the community 
mentor kids at our school! 



FAQ: an “operating 
system” is the 
program that runs 
your computer or 
device.  For 
instance, 
“windows” and 
“iOS” are operation 
systems. 



FAQ: An “EMT” is an 
Emergency Medical 
Technician.  The men 
and women on an 
ambulance are EMT’s 
– they have a lot of 
medical training to 
help save someone’s 
life while they are 
taking them to the 
hospital. 



FAQ: “upholstering” is 
the stuffing and fabric 
that you use on 
furniture.   







FAQ: CB and ham 
radio’s are not as 
common.  These are 
the kind of radio your 
bus driver uses… 
 
FAQ: A paper route is 
like a bus route … but 
instead of picking up 
students, the person 
is delivering the daily 
newspaper to the 
same people each 
day. 



Top 3 Areas 

• Look over the 16 lines and find the 3 that have 
the most tallies. 

• Match the line #’s for your top three to the key 
on the next page.  On your notebook paper, 
write the names of your Top 3 Interest Areas 
(ranked #1, #2, and #3). 

• If you have a tie, pick the one or ones you like 
best. 

 



1: Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources 

2: Architecture & Construction 

3: Arts, Audio/Visual Technology & 

Communications 

4: Business Management & Administration 

5: Education & Training 

6: Finance 

7: Government & Public Administration 

8: Health Science 

9: Hospitality & Tourism 

10: Human Services 

11: Information Technology 

12: Law, Public Safety, Corrections & 

Security 

13: Manufacturing 

14: Marketing 

15: Science, Technology, Engineering & 

Math 

16: Transportation, Distribution & 

Logistics 

 



Next Steps 

• Record your Top 3 Interest Areas here: 

http://goo.gl/forms/5clQwJCZEj  

 

• During Technology and Think Lab specials, you 
will be doing some research about careers in 
your Top 3 interest areas to help narrow down 
to just 1 career to focus on for your 5th Grade 
Career Portfolio project.  

 

http://goo.gl/forms/5clQwJCZEj
http://goo.gl/forms/5clQwJCZEj
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