Geography and the Early Greeks
Greece’s geography and its nearness to the sea strongly influenced the development of trade and growth of city-states.
However, villages still thrived where people could use the landscape to their advantage. People in the mountains settled in the flat areas of the river valleys they could use for farmland.
That decline allowed the Mycenaeans to take over Crete and become the major traders in the Eastern Mediterranean. They set up colonies in northern Greece and Italy from which they shipped goods to markets around the Mediterranean and Black Seas.
Because it was a large open space, the market also served as a meeting place.
As Mycenaean civilization crumbled, Greece slid into a period of warfare and disorder, a period called the Dark Age.
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