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Grammar

Common and 

Proper Noun

Review Sheet
The names of particular persons, places, and things are proper nouns. 
A proper noun names a particular (specific) person, place, or thing.
Capitalize the first word and each important word of a proper noun.
When a proper noun is more than one word, capitalize only the important word or words.

Example:

Her cousin lives in South America. 

Common noun:  cousin



Proper noun:  South America

Examples:

Aunt Jean visited the Statue of Liberty.  

Proper nouns:  Aunt Jean, Statue of Liberty

Some proper nouns, including titles for people, have short forms called abbreviations that begin with capital letters and end with periods.

Examples:

Gen. Jones visited the middle school. 

I met Edward Wu, Jr.
Proper nouns:  Gen. Jones, Edward Wu, Jr.

Examples of proper nouns:

Alexi Bishop lives in Seattle, Washington, a city of the Northwest.

Capitalize the first word and all important words in a title.

Example:

The Wind in the Willows
Capitalize days of the week and months of the year. 

Example:

Class meets on Mondays in May.
Capitalize the first letter of an abbreviated proper noun. Abbreviations often occur in addresses, titles and initials in names, and names of days and months. Most abbreviations end with a period.
Example:

The envelope went to Ms. M. R. Ryan, 1410 Montgomery St., Raleigh, NC 27607. It was postmarked Wed., Sept. 27.

All other nouns are common nouns. They are not capitalized. 
Examples of common nouns:

Our family has always wanted to live in the mountains or on the coast.

A common noun names any person, place, or thing. 

Example:

The shiny coins jingled in his pocket.

Common nouns:  coins, pocket

