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The subject and verb in a sentence must agree, or work together. A  singular subject needs a 
singular verb. A plural subject needs a plural verb.
Use the following rules for verbs that tell about the present time.
• If the subject is a singular noun or he, she, or it, add -s or -es to most verbs.
  A horse runs. A dog chases the horse. It barks loudly.
• If the subject is a plural noun or I, you, we, or they, do not add -s or -es to the verb.
  Horses run. Dogs chase the horse. They bark loudly.
•  For the verb be, use am and is to agree with singular subjects and are to agree with plural 

subjects.
  I am afraid. Paul is fearless. The armies are here. We are surprised.
•  A collective noun names a group, such as family, team, and class. A collective noun is 

singular if it refers to a group acting as one: The class is going on a field trip. A collective 
noun is plural if it refers to members of the group acting individually: The class are debating 
about which place to visit.

Unit 2 The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere   Grammar 10

Directions Underline the subject of each sentence. Circle the verb in ( ) that agrees with the subject. 

 1. U.S. history (is, are) an interesting subject.

 2. Our class (is, are) studying the American colonies.

 3. Toby (ask, asks) to report on transportation in the colonies.

 4. Williamsburg (is, are) a colonial community.

 5. Actors (play, plays) the part of colonists.

 6. A blacksmith (pound, pounds) metal at a forge.

 7. He (make, makes) tools of all kinds.

 8. Teams of horses (pull, pulls) wagons on dirt roads. 

 9. Women (cook, cooks) food on the hearth.

 10. Winnie (hurry, hurries) up the stairs to the loft.

 11. Husks of corn (serve, serves) as mattresses in these beds.

 12. A colonial child (has, have) only a few toys.

Subject-Verb Agreement


